MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND YOUTH OF THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC
AND
THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDIA
ON
COOPERATION IN THE FIELDS OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

The Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic and the Ministry of Education of the Republic of India (hereinafter referred to as “the Participants”),
reaffirming the distinguished relations between the Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of the Republic of India,
guided by the wish to promote and develop cooperation between the two countries in the fields of higher education and academic research that are mutually beneficial to both Participants, and in the light of the discussions held between them,
acknowledging the significant impact of higher education on human resource, economic and social development,
recognising that the implementation of this Memorandum of understanding (hereinafter referred to as the “MoU”) will be carried out in line with the respective national laws, rules and regulations of the Participants, as well as their applicable international obligations, and will not conflict with or hinder such obligations,
have reached the following understanding:
SECTION 1
Scope of Cooperation

The Participants will encourage cooperation between the higher education institutions (hereinafter referred to as the “HEIs”) of the two countries, based on their respective academic and educational interests and needs.
This MoU will encourage the following cooperative activities:
1.	Exchange of academic staff, researchers and scholars as well as students, including PhD. students, between HEIs, involved in programmes that are deemed to be of mutual benefit to both Participants. Such an exchange may involve study visits, taking up teaching assignments in HEIs or conducting academic research in areas of mutual interest that may result in joint publications and reports. The duration and scope of cooperation relating to such exchanges may be decided through consultations, exchange of official letters through diplomatic channels or directly between the cooperating HEIs;
2.	Institutional cooperation between HEIs of both the countries through joint degree programmes, twinning programmes and other relevant programmes of mutual cooperation supporting development of higher education and academic research internationalisation;
3.	Promotion of collaboration between HEIs and other relevant institutions in both countries involving exchange of experts and expertise in the fields of science and modern technology, including application of new developments in these areas for human resource and socio-economic development;
4.	Undertaking joint academic research, particularly applied academic research, in areas of mutual interest for generating new knowledge and innovative practices required for advancing human and socio-economic development goals;
5.	Exchange of information on the higher education structure, accredited HEIs and their study programmes, quality assurance mechanism, procedures adopted for accreditation of HEls, qualification recognition requirements, procedures followed for the evaluation and recognition of academic credentials and awarding certificates, diplomas and degrees in both countries to facilitate consultations on the mutual recognition of qualifications concerning higher education;
6.	Exchange of teaching and learning methods and materials, academic research outcomes and publications, software and other materials, and information about the best practices relating to higher education;
7.	Exchange of information on scholarship opportunities for further education in recognised institutions of higher education of both participants according to availability;
8.	Organisation of joint exhibitions, seminars, conferences and policy dialogues relating to higher education;
9.	Promoting participation in national and international conferences and educational and scientific workshops organised by HEIs in both countries, and exchange of information concerning such events in advance;
10.	Identifying and facilitating access to the Online Education Platforms, 'Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds' (SWAYAM), developed by the Government of India for delivering selected Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCS) and other courses along with certifications related to the Slovak Republic higher education needs;
11.	Facilitating access to various digital initiatives and frameworks of such as National Digital Library of India (NDL), the National Internship Portal, National Digital Education Architecture etc. in cooperation with Slovak HEIs and relevant institutions;
12.	Strengthening cooperation in the area of human resource development and providing opportunities for participation in training programmes aimed at strengthening human and institutional capacity relating to higher education and academic research, including enhancing capacity in the area of educational planning and administration, based on the available resources of both countries;
13.	Exploring possibilities for cooperation between the Participants regarding projects in the fields of science and technology, and entrepreneurship development;
14.	Exploring options for setting up of chairs of contemporary studies, and promotion of Slovak language and literature at Indian HEIs and Hindi language and literature at Slovakian HEIs according to available resources;
15.	Enabling knowledge sharing of best practices followed between the countries in the field of higher education and academic research;
16. Promoting the use of digital technologies and artificial intelligence in education and academic research to strengthen digital skills, enhance the quality of teaching and learning, and support innovation across HEIs and research institutions;
17. Exploring development of mutual cooperation in the fields of higher education and academic research to improve 21st-century skills and STEAM skills;
18.	Any other cooperative activities in the field of higher education and academic research development proposed through diplomatic channels that may be mutually decided by the Participants.
SECTION 2
Scholarships
1. The Participants will strive to encourage their citizens to study, as self-financing students, on government scholarships or other scholarship schemes which support talent circulation at each other's recommended HEIs, and provide them with assistance to enable them to receive high quality education.
1. The Participants will promote each other's scholarship opportunities.
3.	The Participants will strive to mutually share information on scholarship schemes for inbound international students.

SECTION 3
Recognition of Academic Qualifications
The Participants will encourage bilateral consultations with a view to promote the equivalence and mutual recognition of qualifications concerning higher education as well as the accreditation of such HEls according to the national laws and regulations applicable in either country.


SECTION 4
Protection of Intellectual Property
1.	The Participants will encourage the implementation of intellectual property rights in line with their respective national laws and regulations and in a manner consistent with other international treaties signed by the Participants.
2.	The Participants will strive to ensure that the use of their name, logo, or emblem in publications, documents, or papers be subject to the prior written consent of Participants.


SECTION 5
Funding Arrangement
The Participants acknowledge that all initiatives under this MoU will be carried out within the limits of the funds allocated in the respective annual budgets of respective Participants’ competent authorities. 

SECTION 6
Confidentiality
The Participants will strive to respect the confidentiality of documents, information and other data received from or provided to the other Participant during the duration of this MoU or any arrangements made in connection with this MoU.

SECTION 7
Legal Status

This MoU is not an international agreement and does not create any legally binding rights or obligations under international or domestic law, nor will it affect any other agreements or arrangements concluded between the Participants.

SECTION 8
Amendment
The Participants may by mutual consent modify or amend this MoU. Such modification or amendment will come into effect upon its signature.

SECTION 9
Effectiveness, Duration and Termination
This MoU will come into effect on the day of signature and will remain effective for a period of five (5) years. It may be automatically renewed for a successive period of five (5) years, unless either Participant notifies the other Participant in writing, through official channels, of its intention to terminate this MoU at least six (6) months prior to the expiry of the said term. Termination will not affect ongoing activities, unless otherwise mutually decided.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective Governments, have signed this MoU in two original copies in the English language. 

SIGNED in Bratislava on 15-th June 2026.


	For
the Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic

Tomáš Drucker, Minister
v. r.

Name
Designation


	For
the Ministry of Education of the Republic of India

Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister 
v. r.

Name
Designation




