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Dear Readers,

The European Universities alliances were created with the ambition to strengthen
connections between higher education institutions across the continent and to facilitate
effective solutions to global challenges. This project promotes student and staff mobility,
enhances the quality of education, and provides opportunities for deepening
international cooperation.

These alliances are not just about academics; they are about building bridges - bridges
that connect cultures, foster innovation, and create opportunities for students, educators,
and researchers alike.

Slovakia is a proud partner in this initiative — eight of our public higher education
institutions are part of a network comprising top higher education institutions from 25
European countries. The participation of our higher education institutions is a testament
to the growing role of Slovak higher education in shaping the future of Europe.

To date, these eight alliances have secured over 130 million euros in funding, invested in
expanding international mobility, modernizing study programs, developing innovative
digital solutions, and many other areas.

I believe that the following pages will not only inspire you, but also provide a deeper
understanding of how Slovak higher education institutions, through their collaboration
with European partners, contribute to building a knowledge-based society. Moreover,
through this membership, our higher education institutions are enhancing their
competitiveness and gaining invaluable international experience, which they bring home
to enrich and develop domestic academic environment. Beyond academic achievements,
the impact of these alliances resonates across society. They drive scientific progress,
promote cultural exchange, and inspire the next generation of leaders to think and act
beyond borders. Together, we are crafting a more connected, inclusive, and resilient
Europe - one alliance at a time.

Let this initiative remind us of the power of unity and the boundless potential of
collaboration. May it serve as a foundation for an even brighter future for European
higher education and society as a whole.

| wish you an enjoyable reading.
Sincerely,

Robert Zsembera, State Secretary for Higher Education and Research
Ministry of Education, Research, Development and Youth of the Slovak Republic
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The European Universities alliances are a flagship initiative
of the European strategy for universities. They encompass
65 European Universities alliances with more than 570
higher education institutions of all types, from all across
Europe.

The initiative is an ambitious EU project aimed at establishing
alliances between higher institutions from all across Europe,
for the benefit of their students, staff and society. It is
implemented primarily through Erasmus+ funding.

By developing long-term structural and strategic and sustainable

cooperation between the higher education institutions in the European

Universities alliances, the initiative aims to

e improve the international competitiveness of higher education
institutions in Europe

e« promote European values and identity

Through these alliances students can get a degree by
combining studies in several European countries. The
initiative has the potential to bring greater benefits to higher
education institutions than any previous cooperation
projects.

In Slovakia, there are 8 universities as proud
members of one of European Universities alliances
currently. They as well as the whole higher
education sector in Slovakia clearly thrive from this
membership as the internationalization processes
are more widely and intensively introduced into the
higher education sector.



The EMERGE European University alliance unites nine European
higher education institutions situated in regions distant from
central or metropolitan areas, sharing similar challenges such as
demographic decline, an increasing immigrant and refugee
population, low economic performance, low employment rates
among marginalized communities, and strong specific cultural
and linguistic identities.

These locational characteristics, combined with a comprehensive
analysis of their territories and communities, define the alliance's
shared objective: to design and test solutions and institutional
models that empower marginalized areas and address common
challenges. The research produced and the teaching provided by
the alliance aim to serve society, particularly those communities
and territories that experience marginalization.

To achieve this, students are taught to learn through service and
to develop innovative solutions to societal challenges. The
alliance offers students opportunities to live on modern, inclusive
campuses and participate in transformative internships and
mobility experiences. Additionally, it emphasizes the value of
individual and family heritage languages and cultures, which are
particularly significant in diverse communities located at
geographical margins.

EMERGE ALLIANCE
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EUROCAMPUS UNIVERSITY

https://euemerge.eu/

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

University of A Coruna, Spain
Europa-Universitat Flensburg, Germany

Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences, Norway
Université Rennes 2, France

Université Bretagne Sud, France

Neapolis University Pafos, Cyprus

Democritus University of Thrace, Greece

University of Limerick, Ireland



https://euemerge.eu/

Matej Bel University
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MATEJ BEL
UNIVERSITY

IN BANSKA BYSTRICA

https://www.umb.sk/en/

univerSidr-

In 2024, Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica joined the
EMERGE European University Alliance alongside eight other
universities from various regions of Europe. Securing funding
for a joint project aimed at improving the quality of life in
European regions with significant cultural diversity marked the
culmination of long-term cooperation.

Through EMERGE, Matej Bel University is set to gain significant
development opportunities across multiple areas, particularly
in advancing internationalization and strengthening its societal
engagement. The consortium is currently engaged in several
joint initiatives, including the TRIP project, which focuses on
promoting innovative educational methods. In the near future,
the consortium’s efforts will also prioritize building a network of
external partner institutions from practical sectors.

Before the official launch of the EMERGE European University
Alliance project on January 1, 2025, a management meeting
involving all nine partners was held. This meeting assessed the
preparatory phase of the project across all work packages.
Matej Bel University is leading the work package dedicated to
community engagement and co-leading the work package
focused on co-creating knowledge to address local challenges.



https://www.umb.sk/en/

ENLIGHT is a European University alliance of ten
comprehensive, research-intensive universities from ten
European countries, training over 300,000 learners per year and
sharing a deep commitment to social responsibility. Alliance
aims to conduct an impact-driven and challenge-based
transformation of European higher education to empower
learners as globally engaged citizens with state-of-the-art
knowledge and skills, while synergising our R&l potential with
and for our societal partners, to tackle major societal transitions =

and to promote equitable quality of life and sustainability. E N L r G I I T
By joining forces, ENLIGHT aims to establish an open integrated ,‘

space for our learners, teachers and researchers to study, learn

and work together, enabling the free movement of students and

staff and lifelong access to the best education environment, to
connect R&l capacity and maximise impact by systemic sharing

of resources.
) . . , . https://enlight-eu.org/
A prime example of ENLIGHT's impact is CU’s upcoming Double

Degree Programme with the University of Bordeaux. Set to
launch soon, this Programme allows management students to
study at both institutions, earning degrees from each. This
initiative highlights the benefits of ENLIGHT’s collaboration,
offering students international education and professional
opportunities.

In 2024, ENLIGHT launched its first Grant Calls to support joint
education projects and challenge-based activities linking
education, research, and providing for outreach across the
alliance.

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

Ghent University, Belgium
University of Bordeaux, France

University of Galway, Ireland

The University of Gottingen, Germany
University of Groningen, Netherlands (the)
University of the Basque Country, Spain
University of Tartu, Estonia

Uppsala University, Sweden


https://enlight-eu.org/

Comenius University

Comenius University Bratislava (CU) has been part of
ENLIGHT since its launch in 2020, following selection under
the second pilot call of the European University initiative.
ENLIGHT alliance includes over 325,000 students and
60,000 staff across its ten institutions. Since its inception,

the alli has devel d 50+ joint d facilitated

COMENIUS D e
U N IVE RSITY In recognition of its innovative approaches, including
hall -based educati d local t hips,

BRATISLAVA Comenius University Bratislava received the prestigious

ENLIGHT Teaching and Learning Award in 2024 for its
course Policy Making in Slovakia. Newly formed Green

Office closely colaborates with students to integrate
sustainable practices into Comenius University.

An important aspect of the alliance is
cooperation with external stakeholders.
Through CU Regional Academy, Comenius
University works with partners like
Bratislava City Council, ESET,
Clowndoctors, Public Defender of Rights,
thus fostering lifelong learning and
developing challenge-based education.

The ENLIGHT University alliance is
represented at Comenius University by the
Department for the ENLIGHT University
alliance. Within ENLIGHT, there is a Student
Network and a Student Board, which
consist of student representatives from all
participating universities. Students are not
only the primary beneficiaries of the
advantages but also co-creators of the
ENLIGHT initiative.


https://uniba.sk/en/

The EULIST Alliance is a consortium of ten universities combining
expertise in technical disciplines, humanities, and social sciences.
Through integrated approaches across these fields, it aims to
develop sustainable solutions to current and future societal
challenges.

EULIST aligns with the broader goal of European Universities to
enhance exchange and collaboration. It aspires to become a
model for networking, digitization, sustainability, and social
participation, while educating a new generation of European
graduates who study and live across countries and languages.

The alliance’s role is to establish a long-term strategic
partnership, fostering exchange between society and
technological development. It promotes the creation of
sustainable solutions for global challenges and offers
complementary educational opportunities, including mobility
programs for students, researchers, and staff.

EULIST

EULIST combines strengths in technology and impactful research

to propose an approach that focuses on innovative, yet practical

solutions that can be implemented quickly by integrating both ] ] ]
universities of technology and comprehensive universities. This
enables to act as a model for and form hubs with other European

Universities to create synergies that contribute to the European
Strategy for Universities 2022.

Universities are responsible for addressing the
challenges humanity faces from education to
research, innovation, and societal outreach. To
achieve this goal, alliance have defined a PARTNER INSTITUTIONS
guiding principle and chosen a clear focus
based on sustainability: integrating knowledge Lappeenranta-Lahti University of
from science, technology, engineering, and Technology LUT, Finland
mathematics (STEM) with social sciences and Jonképing University, Sweden
humanities (SSH) to develop solutions for Brno University of Technology,
major societal challenges, particularly climate
change and risks to social cohesion.

Czechia

Technical University of Vienna,
Austria

Leibniz University Hannover,
Germany

University Rey Juan Carlos, Spain

University L’Aquila, Italy
National Technical University of
Athens, Greece

Institut Mines-Télécom, France


https://eulist.university/

Slovak University

of Technology
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SLOVAK UNIVERSITY OF
TECHNOLOGY IN BRATISLAVA

https://www.stuba.sk/

Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava (STU) plays an
active role in EULIST by addressing the need for
interdisciplinary education. EULIST emphasizes the
integration of science, technology, mathematics, and social
sciences, equipping individuals to understand technical
problems and their societal contexts.

STU collaborates with strong partner universities in
education, research, and administration to contribute to the
vision of the European Universities initiative. Together,
EULIST universities work to innovate and create sustainable
solutions that respond to societal needs, preparing
graduates to lead in an interconnected and dynamic world.

EULIST alliance brings many positives to STU. The main ones
include stable partners for research and education, the
internationalization of our institution, the creation of a
sustainable green campus, and the sharing of common
resources and information. It also presents many challenges
for our researchers and students, given the highly relevant
nature of the topic.



https://www.stuba.sk/

FilmEU+ is an association of eight leading higher education
institutions from across the member states and all parts of
Europe. These eight institutions have tens of thousands of
students and graduates, teachers, administrative and technical
staff, and this way The FilmEU+ Alliance represents the diversity
and complexity of European education in the field of audiovisual
arts. FilmEU+ is a collaborative structure based on open dialogue
between all the individuals and institutions involved.

Together, these institutions collaborate around the common °

objective of jointly promoting high-level education, innovation,

mobility and research activities in the multidisciplinary field of f I I m EUROPEAN
Film and Media Arts and, through this collaboration, consolidate UNIVERSITY
the central role of Europe as a world leader in the creative fields. é u

Although the ultimate goal of the FilmEU+ Alliance is to create a
European University of Film and Media Arts, which within three
years will open its teaching programs at all levels from bachelor
to doctoral studies, the membership in the Alliance already brings
the participating universities opportunities for international
education and cooperation.

Having already achieved significant milestones, ambition over the
next decade is substantial: to shape the education landscape for

screen arts in Europe and beyond. FilmEU+ will have a profound

impact not only on our institutions but also on the wider cultural

and creative sectors, promoting themes such as sustainability,
inclusion, and innovation.

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

Luca School of Arts, Belgium
IADT, Ireland

Tallinn University, Estonia

Via University College, Denmark

Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre, Lithuania
National Academy of Theatre and Film Arts, Bulgaria
Lusoéfona University, Portugal”



https://www.filmeu.eu/

The Academy

of Performing Arts
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Academics, non-teaching staff and students of The Faculty of
Film and Television of The Academy of Performing Arts can
participate in international workshops and trainings, joined
think-tanks, clubs and scientific teams, create international

cooperation and thus improve their personal and professional

skills and competences.

June 2024 The Academy of Performing Arts in Bratislava hosted
under the name “Navigating the future” the 4th FilmEU+
Summit, marking a significant milestone as the first summit with
all eight partners present. The summit was attended by more
than 160 guests, including rectors from the invited schools,
leading representatives of FilmEU+, lecturers and students.

The Academy of Performing Arts in Bratislava is simultaneously
participated in the project WIRE - Widening Innovation +
Research Excellence in FilmEU+, the aim of which is to support
artistic research and innovation across all the FilmEU+ Alliance
institutions.
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https://www.vsmu.sk/en/

The INVEST alliance unites 64,949 students, 4,508 staff, and 41
faculties across six partner institutions to foster sustainability,
innovation, and inclusiveness. Focused on the Water, Energy,
Food, and Environment Nexus, Quality of Life, and
Entrepreneurship, INVEST aims to empower a new generation of
Europeans to lead sustainable practices.

INVEST integrates real-world challenges into education through

Living Labs, where students apply knowledge in practical ® AEuropean University Alliance

projects, benefiting society. It offers ten Bachelor Specializations

in sustainability and regional development, requiring study at I n e s

partner universities and providing cultural and language

gzilr;)irr;% Graduates earn an INVEST Certificate alongside their The Competitive University for a Sustainable Society
| o

For staff, the Fellow Programme and a train-the-trainer

initiative provide professional development and foster

collaboration. Two Master’s degrees in sustainable urban . .

development and crisis management further support regional

sustainability goals.

The alliance's Virtual Campus and EDUCS8EU, an Al-based
academic advising tool, enhance collaboration and streamline
access to shared study materials, degrees, and mobility
opportunities. A unified academic calendar synchronizes
activities across institutions.

The INVEST Research and Innovation Board drives research excellence, leveraging shared infrastructure and
engaging stakeholders through the quadruple helix model—integrating academia, industry, government, and
society. This approach supports the creation of a Centre of Excellence for Research, Development, and
Innovation to address sustainability challenges.

By merging education, research, and regional cooperation, INVEST prepares students and staff to shape a
sustainable future for Europe while strengthening ties between partner institutions and their communities.

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

« University of Agribusiness and Rural Development,
Bulgaria

University of Thessaly, Greece

Karelia University of Applied Sciences, Finland
University of Cérdoba, Spain

University of Reims Champagne-Ardenne, France
University of Milano-Bicocca, Italy



https://www.invest-alliance.eu/

Slovak University

of Agriculture

SPU

Slovenska
polnohospodarska
univerzita v Nitre

https://www.uniag.sk/en/main-page

The INVEST development project has strengthened the
position of Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra within
the European higher education environment. The university
not only fulfilled its long-term goals in education and
internationalization but also advanced its capabilities in
education, research, and innovation implementation
through collaboration with partner institutions.

This strong collaboration was evidenced also by the General
Assembly of Rectors of Universities involved in the
European Universities Alliance INVEST project, which took
place at Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra. During the
two-day event, they discussed the activities of the INVEST
Alliance with local coordinators, focusing particularly on
progress in developing study programs, opportunities to
expand the alliance with new members, the legal form of the
alliance, and more.

the LI


https://www.uniag.sk/en/main-page

KreativEU (Knowledge & Creativity European University) is an
alliance of higher education institutions across Europe
committed to establishing a fully European university. Its
mission is to leverage European cultural heritage, research, and
knowledge transfer to address societal challenges and foster a
sustainable future. By integrating cultural and ecological
heritage into education, KreativEU aims to promote positive
transformations in local, regional, and global contexts.

KreativEU ALLIANCE

Launched in April 2021, KreativEU initially included seven ***
universities, such as the Polytechnic University of Tomar

(Portugal - alliance coordinator) and Trnava University in * *
Trnava (Slovakia). These institutions share a commitment to v
preserving eco-cultural heritage, digitization, and

environmental sustainability. Collaborative efforts have since K t E u
expanded the alliance to 11 universities, incorporating partners rea Iv

from Germany, ltaly, Sweden, Poland, and the Netherlands. ..
VoI Knowledge & Creativity

The alliance is founded on a shared vision of the importance of European University
European cultural and artistic diversity as a driving force for

cohesion, equality, peace, sustainability, and educational,

economic, political, social, and scientific innovation and )
development. It contributes to creating a unique European
university capable of offering a competitive and attractive

European education and research system. In this system,

students, researchers, academics, and society as a whole

collaborate across cultures, national borders, and academic
disciplines.

Key achievements of the alliance include

securing funds for the HERITAGE GAME PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

project (2024-2026), which develops
gamification tools for heritage conservation in University of South Bohemia in Ceské
low-density areas. The launch of the Erasmus Budg&jovice, Czechia

Mundus master’s program Multi-Heritage 2024 University of Camerino, Italy

further underscores KreativEU’s dedication to

- ) University of Greifswald, Germany
academic innovation.

Breda University of Applied Sciences,
Netherlands (the)

Opole University of Technology, Poland
Valahia University of Targoviste, Romania
D. A. Tsenov Academy of Economics,
Bulgaria

Soédertorn University, Sweden

Adana Alparslan Turkes Science and
Technology University, Turkey
Polytechnic University of Tomar, Portugal


https://kreativeu.org/

Trnava University

A series of meetings, conferences, and intensive programs
have strengthened the alliance’s framework — Trmava
University, together with S6dertérn University, will
coordinate all mobilities within the KreativEU alliance. The
goal of the exchange programs within the alliance is to
provide students, researchers, teachers, and administrative
staff with opportunities for transnational mobility that are
sustainable and complement the existing Erasmus+
programs. The mobility programs promote the mutual
exchange of cultures and professional expertise,
emphasizing both physical and virtual exchanges. The
alliance aims to involve 50% of students and a significant
number of staff from partner universities by 2028, creating a
centralized system for monitoring and implementing these
mobilities.

This initiative marks a significant milestone in the
university’s internationalization efforts. Through its
involvement in the KreativEU alliance, Trnava University
opens up immense opportunities for students, teachers, and
staff to benefit from cultural and academic diversity.
KreativEU continues to champion collaboration and
innovation, uniting academics, students, and stakeholders to
redefine the study of heritage and contribute to a
sustainable European future.



https://www.truni.sk/en

The PIONEER Alliance unites 10 universities, over 130,000 students,
and 17,000 staff members across Europe, creating a network of
expertise focused on urban ecosystems and sustainable
development. Through its flagship PIONEER+ project (2025-2028),
the Alliance is dedicated to addressing critical issues of urban
planning and development, with an emphasis on achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities).

PIONEER ALLIANCE

The Alliance’s primary objective is to shape inclusive, safe, resilient,
and sustainable cities by equipping students across diverse study
formats with the specialized skills needed to tackle urban
challenges in a European context. This mission extends beyond
partner institutions, enriching the broader European educational
framework.

PIONEER

To achieve its vision, the PIONEER Alliance focuses on three
strategic goals:

Promoting Talent Development and Circulation: The Alliance
fosters collaboration, talent exchange, and mobility, underpinned

by principles of equality, diversity, and inclusion. Customized

leadership development and human capital initiatives broaden
perspectives and enhance skills to address urban societal changes

effectively.

Fostering Challenge-Based Knowledge Creation and
Transmission: Interdisciplinary, challenge-based
learning lies at the heart of the Alliance’s academic
approach, addressing urban transformation through

research, innovation, and co-creation with academic, PARTNER |NST|TUT|ONS

economic, social, and political ecosystems.

Iscte - University Institute of Lisbon,

Transforming Incentives and Institutional Models: The
Alliance aims to establish a sustainable governance
model, integrating inter-institutional cooperation and
sharing results to support SDG11 and inspire Europe’s
higher education renewal.

Portugal

Laurea University of Applied
Sciences, Finland

TH Koln - University of Applied
Sciences, Germany

The PIONEER Alliance also embodies a collaborative and University of Huelva, Spain
forward-thinking approach, contributing to sustainable Universita luav di Venezia, Italy
urban futures while fostering a European dimension in Tomas Bata University, Czechia

education and research. Avans University of Applied
Sciences, Netherlands (the)

Gustave Eiffel University, France



https://pioneer-alliance.eu/

University of Zilina

ZILINSKA UNIVERZITA
V ZILINE

https://www.uniza.sk/index.php/en/

The primary goal and main ambition of University of Zilina's
(UNIZA) development activities are to build a modern
infrastructure for research, development, and education. UNIZA
is involved in the Alliance of European Universities through the
establishment of the Pioneer alliance, focusing on Universities
for the needs of inclusive, sustainable, and resilient cities. It is
progressively integrating into a network of European
universities, university research parks, research centers, and
centers of excellence to strengthen collaborative research in
the domains of smart specialization.

UNIZA has a great ambition to continue in its dynamic growth,
to provide high quality education, to educate well-prepared and
demanded graduates, to develop international cooperation
both in science and education, but its great effort is mainly to
provide the space and opportunities for the young generation
to learn new, to broaden horizons, to learn how to cooperate,
communicate and respect each other.



https://www.uniza.sk/index.php/en/

Founded in 2020, Ulysseus European University unites eight full
partners and 152 associated partners, representing over 225,000
students and 24,000 staff. Its vision is to become a leading
European University by 2030, promoting social cohesion, human
rights, and an open, inclusive model of education. Ulysseus
focuses on modernizing its member universities, enhancing
European values, reducing the competence gap, and fostering
regional development.

The alliance addresses crucial thematic areas, including

sustainable energy, mobility, artificial intelligence, ageing, and

socio-ecological sustainability. Its Innovation Ecosystem l ]

features eight Innovation Hubs collaborating with local regions S S e LlS
and cities to tackle these challenges.

EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY

A cornerstone of Ulysseus is its Joint Course Catalogue, offering
11 double degrees, two accredited joint programs, and a range of
language courses and short-term activities, such as MOOCs
and Blended Intensive Programs. These opportunities are
recognized with micro-credentials.

Ulysseus also prioritizes international mobility, enabling https://ulysseus.eu/
students and staff to gain diverse experiences. The Ulysseus

Student & Alumni Association fosters community building and
participates in governance, reflecting the alliance’s commitment
to inclusivity.

Digital platforms enhance access to facilities, research,
courses, and career programs. Initiatives like the
Equality Plan and open science resources ensure
diversity, equity, and access for all, including
disadvantaged groups.

Through innovation, collaboration, and inclusivity, PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

Ulysseus European University is shaping the future of

education across Europe. Cote d'Azur University, France
University of Genoa, ltaly
University of Seville, Spain

MCI - The Entrepreneurial School,

Research and innovation (R&l) are pivotal, supported
through seed funding, project facilitation, and
networking via the Match4Cooperation App. The
alliance’s R&l database connects researchers and
educators, boosting collaboration and
expertise-sharing.

Austria

Haaga-Helia University of Applied
Sciences, Finland

University of Munster, Germany
University of Montenegro,
Montenegro



https://ulysseus.eu/

Technical University

of Kosice

TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY
OF KOSICE

https://www.tuke.sk/en

Technical University of Kosice (TUKE) closely co-operates
with private sector and industrial organizations throughout
the region and it is a leading institution in the field of
regional development. Its strong background with
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to global
problems solving are key contributions of TUKE to the
consortium.

On TUKE premises, the second conference of Slovak
Universities involved in the European Universities Alliances,
took place in 2024. During the two-day event, they
representatives presented their projects and discussed the
activities within the alliances. TUKE primarily focused on
their projects within the Ulysseus European University and
warmly hosted the conference. The attendees have agreed
that the projects development, joint degree programmes
and mobility are essential to foster the higher education
internationalization processes in Slovakia.



https://www.tuke.sk/en
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