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- ECSEL

(% - Joint Undertaking

Administrative Agreement in accordance with Article 17(2) of the Statutes
where the Participating State does not entrust the implementation of its
contribution to ECSEL JU

This Administrative Agreement (‘hereinafter the Agreement’) is between the following
Parties:

On the one part,

The ECSEL Joint Undertaking (‘hereinafter the ECSEL JU’), with seat in Avenue de la
Toison d’Or / Guldenvlieslaan 56-60, 1160 Brussels, represented for the purposes of signing
this Agreement by its Executive Director Bert DE COLVENAER;

and

on the other part,

Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic, hereinafter the
National Funding Authority (NFA), designated by the Slovak Republic according to Article
2(2) of the Joint Undertaking's Statutes, Stromova 1, 813 30 Bratislava, Slovak Republic,
represented for the purposes of signing this Agreement by Peter PLAVCAN, Minister of
Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic;

Hereinafter “the Parties™.

The Parties referred to above have agreed to enter into the Agreement under the terms and
conditions below.

WHEREAS:

1) Council Regulation (EU) No 561/2014 of 6/05/2014 establishing the ECSEL Joint
Undertaking' (hereinafter Regulation (EU) No 561/2014 establishing ECSEL JU)
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2)

3)

4)

5)

)

7)

foresees that ECSEL Joint Undertaking should provide financial support to participants
in indirect actions, following open and competitive calls for proposals,

Regulation (EU) No 1291/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council
establishing the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation "Horizon 2020"
may be implemented through public-private partnerships where all the partners
concerned commit to supporting the development and implementation of research and
of innovation activities,

The evaluation and selection procedures related to Calls for Proposals, as approved by
ECSEL Public Authorities Board, govern the steps followed by the ECSEL JU related
to the Calls for proposals, the procedures for evaluation and selection of proposals, the
allocation of public funding following such Calls, and the subsequent establishment of
grant agreements with beneficiaries,

Regulation (EU) No 561/2014 establishing ECSEL JU foresees that ECSEL
Participating States designate the national funding authority or authorities (NFAs)
responsible for fulfilling the obligations related to the activities of the ECSEL JU.

Regulation (EU) No 561/2014 establishing ECSEL JU foresees that the Agreement for
the cooperation between the ECSEL Participating States and the ECSEL JU is
established by means of an Administrative Agreement to be concluded between the
entity(ies) designated by the ECSEL Participating States for that purpose and the
ECSEL JU,

EPS has designated Ministry of Education, Science, Research and Sport of the Slovak
Republic as national funding authority; '

According to Article 17.2 of the Statutes annexed to Regulation (EU) No 561/2014
establishing the ECSEL JU, when an NFA does not entrust the ECSEL JU with the
implementation of its contribution, it shall take all necessary measures to establish its
own grant agreements within a similar timeframe as the ECSEL JU grant agreements.
The verification of the eligibility of costs performed by the ECSEL JU may be used by
the NFA as part of its own payment process,

|
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. The Agreement defines the rights and obligations of the Parties with regards to the

allocation of public funds to p'anicipants in indirect actions following ECSEL JU calls
for proposals. |

2. The Agreement shall be read in conjunction with the following acts and decisions:

!
a. Regulation (EU) No 561/2014 establishing ECSEL JU,

b. Regulation (EU) No 1290/2‘013 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying
down the rules for the participation and dissemination in "Horizon 2020 bR

c. Regulation (EU) No 1291,!!2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council

establishing the Framewofk Programme for Research and Innovation "Horizon
2020", |

(18]
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d. ECSEL JU’s evaluation and selection procedures related to calls for proposals
(decision ECSEL PAB 2015.08),

e. ECSEL JU’s model grant agreement,
f. ECSEL JU’s work plan, as adopted for a given period by ECSEL Governing Board.

Unless otherwise stated in the Agreement, all the terms used herein shall have the same
meaning as defined in the acts and decisions described in Paragraph 2 of this Article.

The Agreement shall not involv;e the exchange of funds between the Parties nor shall it
establish any obligation on the|part of either party to make any payment to the other
party. |

The Agreement shall be valid between the Parties until 31 December 2024.

Article 7 — Diefinitions

For the purpose of the Agreement, the following definitions shall apply:

1,

“ECSEL Goveming Board” (hereinafter “GB”) means the body of the ECSEL JU as
referred to in Articles 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the Statutes of Regulation 561/2014 establishing
ECSEL JU;

“ECSEL Public Authorities Boérd” (hereinafter “PAB”) means the body of the ECSEL
JU as referred to in Articles 4, 10, 11 and 12 of the Statutes of Regulation 561/2014
establishing ECSEL JU; | '

“Indirect actions” means research and innovation activities to which ECSEL JU and the
NFA provide financial support and which are undertaken by participants;

“Participant” means any legal entity carrying out an action or part of an action having
rights and obligations with regard to ECSEL JU and the NFA,;

“ECSEL JU Grant Agreement” means. the grant agreement signed between the ECSEL
JU and the participants in indirect actions;

“National grant agreement” means the grant agreement signed between the NFA and the
participants. '
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Article 3 — Communications biebween the Partiss

Any communication relating to the )&greement shall be made by email, using the following

addresses:

For the ECSEL JU '
Bert De Colvenaer, Executive Director
bert.de.colvenaer(@ecsel.europa.eu

\

For the national funding authorifv

Robert Szabo, Director Deparmlént of implementation of state policy and
European and international iniciatives of research and development.
robert.szabo@minedu.sk '

3

0OJ L 347,20.12.2013, P 104. !




ECSEL ED 2016.121

1.

Within 30 days following a request of the ECSEL JU Executive Director the NFA shall

communicate:
a.
b. The specific rules regardi
c.
national funding,
d.

The estimate of expenditure for the inext year(s) covered by the work plan,

ng the eligibility of costs for national funding,

The specific criteria regarding the eligibility of individual applicants to receive

The reimbursement rate of the eligible costs to be used (if relevant, by category of

participants and/or by type of action) for national funding.

The specific criteria and rules

Executive Director to the GB for

shall be binding for the Parties.

In exceptional circumstances,
paragraph 1 of this Article not

referred to in paragraph 1 shall be presented by the
inclusion in the work plan. Once adopted, the decision

should any specific criteria and rules described in
be communicated to the Executive Director in time for

inclusion in the decision adopting the work plan, these shall be included therein upon an

amending decision of the GB, pr
closurc.

— Mg

’Jw‘

nal grant agreens

The NFA shall take all nece
agreements with participants w
informing applicants their pror

ovided they were sent at the latest 30 days before the call

13
ssary méasures to establish and sign national grant
thin a maximum period of 3 months from the date of
osals have been selected. The NFA shall inform the

ECSEL JU if an event or circumstance wﬁich is beyond the control and without the fault

or negligence of the NFA and
was unable to prevent, leads to a

The description of the indirect

which, by the exercise of reasonable diligence the NFA

delay in the signature of a particular NGA. -

action, as annexed to ECSEL JU grant agreement, as

communicated by the ECSEL JU, shall a ply without any modifications to the national

grant agreement.

The NFA shall not request or impose any additional specific criteria or rules other than

plan.

The Parties hereby agree to cof

a.

action and the period of
b.

agreement including the
g

mmunicate
date they become aware of the fi vllowing:

including, where relevant, the amount of national fundinf

those described in Artlcle (4) paragraph 1 of the Agreement and pubhshed in the work

to one another within 15 days following the

the date of signature of the ECSEL JU grant agreement/ﬁational grant agreement,

‘ and the start date of the

those agreements;

any amendment/termindtion of the ECSEL JU grant
change oq parties in those agreements;
any breach of the ECSEL JU grant agreement/national

agreement/national grant

ant agreement.
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Article 7 — Financial monitoring a3

1.

Article 8 —

1.

Technical monitoring and repoﬁﬁng shall be carried out by the ECSEL JU in accordance

with the rules and obligations
corresponding ECSEL JU Grant

The NFA shall not require additional techJTical monitoring and reporting other than those

ertaking, |

required by the ECSEL Joint Und

The technical reports and the

ilgreem ent

results of
ECSEL JU shall be made available to the

certification by the Executive Director.

The technical reporting and monitoring ¢

NFA within 30 days

of the H2020 Framework progr'mme as defined in the
and any act or decisior applicable therein.

the technical monitoring carried out by the
after their approval and

arried out by the EQSEL JU shall take into

account specific requirements, a§ communicated in due time by the NFA, when these are

needed to accept the cost reimbursement claims of participants.

1d payments

The ECSEL JU shall make available to the NFA the verification of the eli gibility of costs,

performed according to the H202
payment process. Verification of|
according to the specific national

0 rules, w

rules.

If the ECSEL JU grant agreement or natio
repayment, documents relevant tp exercising that right (e.g. agreements and payment

records) shall be kept by the Parties for the period of possible rec:
with applicable European or national laws, |

The Parties hereby agree to communicate to one another details a

completion of indirect actions.

Confidentiality

The Parties shall preserve the confidentiality of any information
form, which are disclosed in writing or orally in relation to the in

entrusted tasks and which are explicitly in

The Parties shall not use confidential information and documents
than fulfilling the obligations under the Agreement, unless otherl

The Parties shall be bound by th%
implementation of the Agreeme;
its termination, unless:

obligatic

t and for

dicated in writing as c¢

on referred to in the ab
a period of five years s

hich the NFA may use as part of its own
the eligl'blllity of costs may be performed by the NFA

1al grant agr!eement is subject to a right to

overy, in accordance

bout the final financial

and documents, in any
nplementation of the
nfidential.

for any reason other

wise foreseen in writing.

ove paragraph during the
tarting from the date of
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1.

A po
Al

1.

-ficle 10 —

ticle 11 - Applicable law

a)

the concerned Party agree
obligations earlier;

the confidential informati
of the confidentiality obli
obligation;

the disclosure of the conf]

Where the implementation of the
by the ECSEL JU, it shall be pro
No 45/2001 of the European Parl

s to releas'é the other Party from

gation thlough disclosure by the

entrusted

iament and of the Council of 18

protection of individuals with regard to the processing of persona

institutions and bodies and on the

free movement of such data.
|

Such data shall be processed by
Director, solely for the purposes o

the Agreement, without prejudlcl- t

monitoring or inspection tasks in

| | |
ﬂhe fol]owing data controller: EC
the Implementatlon managenEent and monitoring of
1

of

appllcatlon of the applicable ru

the confidentiality

on becomes public through othex means than in breach

Party bound by that

dential infprmation is required gby law.

tasks requires the p1'o‘:| essing of personal data
cessed by?the'ECSEL?JU pursuant to Regulation (EC)

December 2000 on the
| data by the Community

SEL JU Executive

0 p0531b1e transmission to the bodies charged with the

S

Where the implementation of the entrusted tasks requlres the processing of personal data

by the NFA, it shall be processed in compllance with appllcable

protection.

Audits and controls |

Both parties shall ensure the exe
the European Anti-Fraud Office
Council Regulation (EU) No 561

and se

The Agreement is governed by Union law éorhplemeﬂted, where

Belgium.

The parties shall endeavour to se
interpretation, application or val
settled amicably shall be submit
the Court of Justice of the Europ

Nothing in the Agreeant shall

rcise of thla
and the Court of Auditors accord

ttle amicab
dity of the
ed to the
ean Uq1011

be irlt(::l;plb
which are accorded to ECSEL JU by its constituent act.. ,

I |
control rights of the &

/2014 with réspect to this agﬁeer

tiement of d

Agreement. An‘y! dis

Dl

1‘1rifsdicti0n Pf the iGeﬁ

I - |
| [ 1]

ed as a waiver of any

ational law on data

“uropean Commission,
ing to Article 14§83 of
nent.

necessary, by the law of

ly any dispute or cofmplaint relating to the

ute which cannot be
oral Court or, on appeal,

privileges or immunities
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1. The ECSEL JU cannot be held|liable for anfjf damage caused [to the NFA or to third
parties as a consequence of implementing the Agreement, including for gross negligence.

2. The NFA cannot be held liable for any damage caused by the ECSEL JU or third parties
involved in the implementation of the entrusted tasks, as a consequence of implementing
the Agreement. ‘

Article 13 - Amen

dment fo the Ag

eamieit , :
i |

1. The Agreement may be amended at any time by the mutual wntten consent of the Parties.

Any amendment to the Agreement shall betilade in wrttmg

2. Any request for amendment shal
due time before it is due to take effect, exce tin cases duly substantiated by the Party

requesting the amendment and accepted by he other Party

111

be duly Ju tlﬁed and Shalll be sent to the other Party in

3. Amendments shall enter into force on the d te on which thej last Party signs or on the date
of approval of the request for amendmerjlt. mendments shall take effect on a date agreed
by the Parties or, in the absence of such an agl'!Qed date, on the da te on which the
amendment enters into force. | |

Article 13 — Termination Gt the act'eamem

1. If either Party believes that the a
carried out, it shall cons;ult the pthel' Par;ty Failing agreement on a solution, either Party
may terminate the Agreement by formally nottfymg the other Paity thereof. Termination

greement can|no longer be :effectively or appropriately

shall take effect 60 days from re( elpt oﬂths notification, unless agreed otherwise by the

Parties.

ST I R A
R [t

2. Without prejudice to paragral‘)hj] , the NFA shall remain boi.lnd by its obligations incurred

from previous calls for proposals.

Ariicle 15 ~ Rep

|
aal and iy

J

ansition

LYY N
al provisipns) |

Actions initiated under similar agreements conc lu!c;iled between the P&rties before entering into

the Agreement shall continu

Administrative agreement
this decision, in accordance with.

e to be govemed by those agreements until their completion.
w |

igned on 8 Apl;‘il 2015 is repealed jas fram the entry into force of

Article 16::
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|
| [l 1] !
The Agreement shall enter into force on the -datr? on which the last Party signs.
| ‘
\

SIGNATURES

| 1]
i [For the Ministry of Education, Science,
Research and Sport of the Slovak Republic

For ECSEL Joint Undertaking
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